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In addition to the benefits granted to members and spouses each month, the Secretary will 
also be presenting, for informational purposes only, items of interest that may affect our 
members. Questions regarding any member’s specific situation should be addressed directly 
to the Fund Office. 

 
MONTHLY NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM YOUR RETIREMENT BOARD 

 
YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE ILLINOIS CONSITUTION  
 
ARTICLE XIII - GENERAL PROVISIONS - SECTION 5. PENSION AND RETIREMENT 
RIGHTS 
Membership in any pension or retirement system of the State, any unit of local government or 
school district, or any agency or instrumentality thereof, shall be an enforceable contractual 
relationship, the benefits of which shall not be diminished or impaired. 
 
ILLINOIS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
Four bills passed out of the Illinois Legislature that have direct impact on the Fund. It is anticipated 
the Governor will sign each into law within the next thirty days. 

 Senate Bill 4053 provides that beginning January 1, 2023, the minimum widow's annuity 
shall be no less than 150% (rather than 125%) of the Federal Poverty Level for all persons 
receiving widow's annuities on or after that date. 

 Senate Bill 3177 retroactively amends the Code and provides that a fireman who withdraws 
before age 50 and a fireman with less than 10 years of service who withdraws before age 
57 (instead of a fireman who withdraws with less than 10 years of service), or any fireman 
who withdraws and enters the service of another department of the city, has a right to a 
refund of the entire amount to his credit as of the date of withdrawal. 

 House Bill 4435 provides that any active fireman who has completed 7 or more years of 
service and is unable to perform his or her duties in the Fire Department by reason of a 
contagious staph infection, including methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), 
resulting from his or her service as a fireman, shall be entitled to receive an occupational 
disease disability benefit during any period of such disability for which he or she does not 
have a right to receive salary.



 

REQUIRED DISCLAIMER 
The information set forth herein is believed to be reliable but is not guaranteed as to accuracy or completeness by and is not to be construed as a 
representation of the Firemen’s Annuity & Benefit Fund of Chicago, the Retirement Board (the “Board”) or any member of the Board except the 
Secretary.  The information and expressions of opinion contained herein are subject to change without notice.  All expressions of opinion, 
whether or not expressly so stated, are intended merely as such and not as representations of fact.  Financial information contained in this 
newsletter is as of a certain date, is unaudited and should not be relied on. 

 

 
 Senate Bill 2952 is a provision concerning the board of trustees, provides that the City 

Treasurer, with the prior approval of the board, may also appoint a designee from among 
employees of the city who is versed in the affairs of the City Treasurer's office to act in the 
absence of the City Treasurer on all matters pertaining to administering the Article. 

The Board and staff will update the members and address questions as these new provisions 
become effective under the Pension Code. 
 
RETIREMENT SEMINAR 
 
Our popular ‘Retirement Seminar’ is returning this Fall. A Saturday date in September or early 
October has been requested from the concierge team at Guaranteed Rate Field. A formal 
announcement will follow when the date and venue have been secured.  
 
FEDERAL ‘HELPS’ BILL UPDATE 
 
A proposed change to the Healthcare Enhancement for Local Public Safety (HELPS) Act could 
provide retired firefighters more tax relief. A bipartisan bill introduced to Congress would make it 
easier for public safety retirees to access a tax benefit for their healthcare insurance premiums, 
according to a press release from Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-VA). Spanberger, a former police 
officer, and Rep. Steve Chabot (R-OH) are sponsoring the bill.    
 
According to the lawmakers, the Wally Bunker HELPS Retirees Improvement Act would enact 
the following:  

 Ensure that health insurance premiums, whether through the pension system or a third-
party system, are tax deductible.  

 Raise the tax credit from $3,000 to $6,000 to account for rising healthcare premiums.  
 Ensure that stipends qualify for the income exclusion under IRS section 402(I).  
 Help alleviate the burden imposed on public pension plans of having to interact and 

coordinate with numerous insurance companies on behalf of the related public safety 
retiree.   

The Board and staff will monitor this legislation and keep our members updated as this bill 
progresses through the U.S. Congress.    
 
I hope everyone had a blessed Easter and is looking forward to spring! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
William B. Murphy 
Fund Secretary 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS
DANIEL A FORTUNA, Annuitant Trustee, President
WILLIAM B MURPHY, Active Trustee, Secretary
ROBERT TEBBENS, Active Trustee
ANTHONY R MARTIN, Active Trustee

EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES
City Clerk, Vice-President, ANNA VALENCIA

City Treasurer, MELISSA CONYEARS-ERVIN 
City Comptroller, RESHMA SONI

First Deputy Fire Commissioner, MARY SHERIDAN

* PLEASE POST * * PLEASE POST * * PLEASE POST * * PLEASE POST *

To All Members:

Listed below are the names of individuals who have applied for a 75% Duty Disability benefit from the Pension
Board.  Their applications will be presented before this Board at the 05/18/2022 meeting.

Rank, Name, Assignment: Date of Injury:
04/26/2021
03/26/2021
02/18/2021
04/17/2021

FF DANIEL M DILLON, ENGINE 69
PATRICIA G MCNEILL, AMBULANCE 74
EMT/FF MAIESHA L ROSE, ENGINE 121
PM MARTYN J SCHMIDT, AMBULANCE 7

Please contact the Pension Fund's Secretary, in writing, using the attached form, if you have any information 
could assist the Board in its investigation of whether or not it should grant a 75% disability benefit to any of the
above individuals.
The Board can subpoena witnesses (Illinois Revised Statutes, Article 6-189) and compel them to attend and 
before it upon any matter concerning the Fund.  Your cooperation will help maintain the integrity of this Fund.

William B. Murphy
Secretary

NAME ADDRESS
PHONE COMPANY ASSIGNMENT
NAME OF APPLICANT
NAME(S) OF WITNESS(ES)
FORWARD TO: Secretary

Firemen's Annuity & Benefit Fund
20 South Clark Street, Suite 300
Chicago, IL 60603
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EARNED ANNUITIES:

016629 DANIEL J BIERWIRTH, EMT FIREFIGHTER, TRUCK 52
Ent CFD: 02/01/2005 $4,010.11 beginning 03/19/2022
Retired: 03/19/2022 based on 46% of Final Average Salary

$120.30 annuity increment, 3%, begins 04/01/2023

017138 BERNARD M BURKE, EMT FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 63
Ent CFD: 05/01/2006 $3,623.34 beginning 03/08/2022
Retired: 03/08/2022 based on 42% of Final Average Salary

$108.70 annuity increment, 3%, begins 04/01/2023

016550 VERNON L BURTON, EMT FIREFIGHTER, FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU, Duty Disability since 07/03/2019.
Ent CFD: 10/01/2004 $4,029.08 beginning 04/17/2022
Retired: 04/17/2022 based on 46% of Final Average Salary

$120.87 annuity increment, 3%, begins 05/01/2023

014779 RONALD L COLEY JR, AMBULANCE COMMANDER, AMBULANCE 73
Ent CFD: 03/16/1995 $8,049.48 beginning 03/24/2022
Retired: 03/24/2022 based on 70% of Final Average Salary

$241.48 annuity increment, 3%, begins 12/01/2024
 REFUND $45,315.30 FOR SPOUSE CONTRIBUTIONS

015239 TOBY J HIGGINBOTHAM, FIREFIGHTER, COMMAND VAN 2-7-1
Ent CFD: 03/04/1997 $5,644.32 beginning 03/16/2022
Retired: 03/16/2022 based on 65% of Final Average Salary

$169.33 annuity increment, 3%, begins 02/01/2025

013904 FRANK J KRAWCZYK, FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 94, Occupational Disability since 10/23/2018.
Ent CFD: 11/01/1989 $6,770.72 beginning 04/04/2022
Retired: 04/04/2022 based on 75% of Final Average Salary

$203.12 annuity increment, 3%, begins 05/01/2023
 REFUND $46,142.00 FOR SPOUSE CONTRIBUTIONS

012794 KEVIN M MCGINLEY, FIREFIGHTER, TRUCK 35, Duty Disability since 12/14/2009.
Ent CFD: 02/16/1985 $6,770.72 beginning 04/20/2022
Retired: 04/20/2022 based on 75% of Final Average Salary

$203.12 annuity increment, 3%, begins 05/01/2023
 COLLECT $66.61 FOR 2009 EID
 REFUND $204.53 FOR 2006 & 2011 EID

015270 GEORGE E NICOL, EMT FIREFIGHTER, LOGISTICS
Ent CFD: 03/04/1997 $5,975.43 beginning 03/23/2022
Retired: 03/23/2022 based on 65% of Final Average Salary

$179.26 annuity increment, 3%, begins 04/01/2023
 REFUND $40,651.18 FOR SPOUSE CONTRIBUTIONS

016063 GREG PISZKIEWICZ, EMT LIEUTENANT, 2ND DISTRICT RELIEF
Ent CFD: 02/20/2001 $5,814.15 beginning 03/14/2022
Retired: 03/14/2022 based on 55% of Final Average Salary

$174.42 annuity increment, 3%, begins 04/01/2023
 COLLECT $90.49 FOR 2022 EID
 REFUND $16.58 FOR 2006 EID
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EARNED ANNUITIES:

011383 THOMAS R POWER, LIEUTENANT, ENGINE 95, Duty Disability since 03/29/2012.
Ent CFD: 02/18/1980 $8,161.63 beginning 04/26/2022
Retired: 04/26/2022 based on 75% of Maximum Salary

$244.85 annuity increment, 3%, begins 05/01/2023
 COLLECT $73.46 FOR 2012 EID
 REFUND $10.73 FOR 2006 EID

014775 MICHELL REILLY, PARAMEDIC IN CHARGE, AMBULANCE 12
Ent CFD: 03/16/1995 $6,382.64 beginning 03/24/2022
Retired: 03/24/2022 based on 67.5% of Final Average Salary

$191.48 annuity increment, 3%, begins 03/01/2026
 REFUND $437.00 FOR 2006 & 2022 EID

017086 STEVEN H RUEBE, EMT FIREFIGHTER, TOWER LADDER 24
Ent CFD: 05/01/2006 $3,623.34 beginning 03/12/2022
Retired: 03/12/2022 based on 42% of Final Average Salary

$108.70 annuity increment, 3%, begins 04/01/2023
 REFUND $68.52 FOR 2022 EID
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WIDOW'S ANNUITIES:

909425 RUBY LOUISE BAILEY, widow of CHARLES C BAILEY, Retired since 04/05/2000.
Ent CFD: 01/01/1968 $3,615.33 beginning 02/28/2022
Deceased: 02/27/2022

908967 SUSAN BURNS, widow of DENNIS M BURNS, Retired since 01/05/1995.
Ent CFD: 05/01/1966 $2,343.76 beginning 02/25/2022
Deceased: 02/24/2022

910224 ELLEN DEVOY, widow of JOSEPH FELICICCHIA, Retired since 11/30/2004.
Ent CFD: 12/22/1973 $3,378.51 beginning 03/21/2022
Deceased: 03/20/2022

908813 CAROL JACQUES, widow of THOMAS J JACQUES, Retired since 11/01/1997.
Ent CFD: 07/16/1965 $2,941.23 beginning 02/06/2022
Deceased: 02/05/2022

910110 NANCY MULLAGHY, widow of PATRICK MULLAGHY, Retired since 05/21/2001.
Ent CFD: 02/01/1973 $3,287.16 beginning 03/09/2022
Deceased: 03/08/2022

909207 JUDITH A RZONCA, widow of JOHN J RZONCA, Retired since 06/06/1998.
Ent CFD: 10/16/1966 $2,921.27 beginning 02/22/2022
Deceased: 02/21/2022

916503 TRINETTE SIMMONS, widow of BOYCE R COLEMAN II, Widow since 02/03/2022.
Ent CFD: 06/01/2004 $2,579.75 beginning 02/03/2022
Deceased: 02/02/2022

907485 MARJORIE SUPERGAN, widow of FRANK V SUPERGAN, Retired since 06/18/1986.
Ent CFD: 03/16/1956 $2,480.01 beginning 02/24/2022
Deceased: 02/23/2022

909362 MARY WALSH, widow of ROBERT C WALSH, Retired since 11/30/2002.
Ent CFD: 04/01/1967 $4,352.03 beginning 03/15/2022
Deceased: 03/14/2022
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WIDOW'S ANNUITIES:

616503 BRYCE R COLEMAN, child of BOYCE R COLEMAN II, Widow since 02/03/2022.
BY TRINETTE SIMMONS

Ent CFD: 06/01/2004 $927.62 beginning 02/03/2022
Deceased: 02/02/2022

716503 BOYCE R COLEMAN III, child of BOYCE R COLEMAN II, Widow since 02/03/2022.
BY JULIE ROBERTS

Ent CFD: 06/01/2004 $927.62 beginning 02/03/2022
Deceased: 02/02/2022

918638 WILLIAM F KOWAL, widow of KARLA N HARKNESS, Ordinary Disability since 09/27/2020.
Ent CFD: 04/01/2015 $2,414.90 beginning 03/06/2022
Deceased: 03/05/2022

 COLLECT $86.69 FOR 2020 EID
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REFUNDS:

017916 PHILLIP SCARBOROUGH, EMT FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 80, Retired since 11/14/2021.
Ent CFD: 06/01/1999 $35,654.53 Refund of Spouse Contributions
Retired: 11/14/2021

019430 JASON J MCCANN, FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC, ENGINE 125, Ordinary Disability since 04/15/2021.
Ent CFD: 07/01/2019 $19,819.95 Refund of Contributions
RESIGNED 03/06/2022

 REFUND $623.71 FOR 2020 EID



04/25/2022 Page 7

Firemen's Annuity & Benefit Fund of Chicago
Summary of Regular Meeting dated 04/20/2022

DEATH BENEFITS:

015196 SCOTT R ACHTEL, EMT FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 44, Occupational Disability since 09/09/2018.
Ent CFD: 03/04/1997 $7,200.00 to CHRISTINE ACHTEL, WIFE
Deceased: 02/26/2022

009425 CHARLES C BAILEY, LIEUTENANT, ENGINE 10, Retired since 04/05/2000.
Ent CFD: 01/01/1968 $6,000.00 to RUBY L BAILEY, WIFE
Deceased: 02/26/2022

006163 DONALD L BURKE, CAPTAIN, EMS AREA 1, Retired since 08/16/1979.
Ent CFD: 06/16/1952 $6,000.00 $1,200.00 to TIMOTHY BURKE, SON

$1,200.00 to SHARON BOCK, DAUGHTER
$1,200.00 to MARY KELLY, DAUGHTER
$1,200.00 to SUSAN HAFF, DAUGHTER
$1,200.00 to NANCY SETTLE, DAUGHTER

Deceased: 03/19/2021

008967 DENNIS M BURNS, FIRE ENGINEER, O'HARE, Retired since 01/05/1995.
Ent CFD: 05/01/1966 $6,000.00 to SUSAN BURNS, WIFE
Deceased: 02/23/2022

018638 KARLA N HARKNESS, PARAMEDIC, ABULANCE 60, Ordinary Disability since 09/27/2020.
Ent CFD: 04/01/2015 $11,600.00 to CONNOR HARKNESS, SON
Deceased: 03/04/2022

005817 JOHN J HUGHES, BATTALION CHIEF, BATTALION 17, Retired since 06/07/1989.
Ent CFD: 06/16/1950 $6,000.00 to ALISON HUGHES, DAUGHTER
Deceased: 03/09/2022

008813 THOMAS J JACQUES, FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 28, Retired since 11/01/1997.
Ent CFD: 07/16/1965 $6,000.00 to CAROL JACQUES, WIFE
Deceased: 02/04/2022

010110 PATRICK MULLAGHY, LIEUTENANT, ENGINE 7, Retired since 05/21/2001.
Ent CFD: 02/01/1973 $6,000.00 to NANCY T MULLAGHY, WIFE
Deceased: 03/07/2022

009550 DENNIS M MULLIGAN, FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 64, Retired since 05/28/2002.
Ent CFD: 11/01/1968 $6,000.00 $1,500.00 to CHRISTINA LORANGER, DAUGHTER

$1,500.00 to MARY MOYLAN, DAUGHTER
$1,500.00 to DENISE MURPHY, DAUGHTER
$1,500.00 to DANIEL MULLIGAN, SON

Deceased: 08/14/2021
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DEATH BENEFITS:

009207 JOHN J RZONCA, FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 74, Retired since 06/06/1998.
Ent CFD: 10/16/1966 $6,000.00 to SHERRY FIANDACA, DAUGHTER

to LYNNSEY RZONCA, DAUGHTER
Deceased: 02/20/2022

007842 JOHN R STAIB, FIREFIGHTER, PERSONNEL, Retired since 11/21/1994.
Ent CFD: 01/16/1959 $6,000.00 $2,000.00 to JOHN STAIB JR, SON

$2,000.00 to JULIE NAUMAN, DAUGHTER
$2,000.00 to JOANNE NELSON, DAUGHTER

Deceased: 02/22/2022

007485 FRANK V SUPERGAN, CAPTAIN, ENGINE 74, Retired since 06/18/1986.
Ent CFD: 03/16/1956 $6,000.00 to MARJORIE SUPERGAN, WIFE
Deceased: 02/22/2022

010846 CHARLES N TAYLOR, LIEUTENANT, 6-5-2, Retired since 09/01/2011.
Ent CFD: 11/16/1978 $6,000.00 $2,000.00 to STACY TAYLOR, DAUGHTER

$2,000.00 to CHARLES TAYLOR, SON
$2,000.00 to BARBARA TAYLOR, DAUGHTER

Deceased: 03/02/2022

009362 ROBERT C WALSH, CAPTAIN, TRUCK 30, Retired since 11/30/2002.
Ent CFD: 04/01/1967 $6,000.00 to MARY WALSH, WIFE
Deceased: 03/13/2022
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BENEFIT RECALCULATIONS:

015696 GARY J DUSZAK, EMT CAPTAIN, ENGINE 78, Retired since 11/30/2021.
EID Recalculation $187.70 Refund for ADJUSTS FINAL PAY             

011394 RANDALL A REPEL, FIREFIGHTER, MIDWAY, Retired since 05/03/2021.
EID Recalculation $54.48 Refund for ADJUSTS FINAL PAY             

015023 ROY SERRANO, FIREFIGHTER, TRUCK 13, Retired since 12/03/2021.
EID Recalculation $86.69 Refund for ADJUSTS FINAL PAY             
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PERMISSION TO RESIDE OUT OF STATE:

16931 MICHAEL B SPENCER, Occupational Disability since 10/21/2015.
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HEARINGS:

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION FOR OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE DISABILITY WAS GRANTED:

013987 AARON BEALS JR, LIEUTENANT PARAMEDIC, TRUCK 40
Ent CFD: 12/01/1989 $7,664.59 beginning 03/03/2022

The vote was:
Yeas: FORTUNA MARTIN MURPHY SHERIDAN SONI TEBBENS VALENCIA
Nays: (None)
Not Present: CONYEARS-ERVIN

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION FOR OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE DISABILITY WAS DEFERRED:

015874 CHARLES D KLOMFAR, FIREFIGHTER, ENGINE 92
Ent CFD: 07/17/2000

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS FOR DUTY DISABILITY WERE GRANTED:

017898 MICHAEL S EDWARDS, EMT FIREFIGHTER, TOWER LADDER 37
Ent CFD: 06/01/1999 $7,091.38 beginning 03/03/2022

$30.00 a month for 1 minor child, MILAN

The vote was:
Yeas: FORTUNA MARTIN MURPHY SHERIDAN TEBBENS
Nays: (None)
Not Present: CONYEARS-ERVIN SONI VALENCIA
$30.00 pending receipt of childs birth certificate.

016297 MARK J MANKOWSKI, EMT FIRE MARSHAL, OFI
Ent CFD: 11/01/2002 $6,826.25 beginning 02/17/2022

The vote was:
Yeas: FORTUNA MURPHY SONI TEBBENS VALENCIA
Nays: MARTIN SHERIDAN
Not Present: CONYEARS-ERVIN

016231 MICHELE MARTINEZ, PARAMEDIC IN CHARGE, AMBULANCE 74
Ent CFD: 03/18/2002 $6,960.50 beginning 03/10/2022

$30.00 a month for 1 minor child, KYLIE

The vote was:
Yeas: FORTUNA MARTIN MURPHY SHERIDAN TEBBENS 
Nays: (None)
Not Present: CONYEARS-ERVIN SONI VALENCIA
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HEARINGS:

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION FOR DUTY DISABILITY WAS GRANTED:

014740 ANTHONY J PUCCI, EMT FIREFIGHTER, TRUCK 47
Ent CFD: 12/01/1994 $7,363.25 beginning 03/16/2022

The vote was:
Yeas: FORTUNA MARTIN MURPHY SHERIDAN TEBBENS
Nays: (None)
Not Present: CONYEARS-ERVIN SONI VALENCIA
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The following annuitants have passed away since the last regular meeting of the Board:

DENNIS M BURNS Annuity Died 02/24/2022
CAROL J SMITH Widow's Annuity Died 02/07/2022
ROBERT C WALSH Annuity Died 03/14/2022
JOHN J HUGHES Annuity Died 03/10/2022
GERALDINE PUNJAK Widow's Annuity Died 03/16/2022
KATHLEEN A VALENTA Widow's Annuity Died 02/25/2022
ROBERT J BROWN Annuity Died 03/19/2022
BARBARA ANN EDLING Widow's Annuity Died 03/10/2022
MARGARET R HANRAHAN Widow's Annuity Died 03/02/2022
HELEN L STOKES Widow's Annuity Died 02/24/2022
JOSEPH FELICICCHIA Annuity Died 03/20/2022
THOMAS P FITZGERALD Child's Annuity Died 03/30/2022
JUDITH FINNEGAN Widow's Annuity Died 03/17/2022
CHARLES N TAYLOR Annuity Died 03/03/2022
ROSEMARIE PELOZA Widow's Annuity Died 04/03/2022
KEVIN J ALLEN Annuity Died 04/07/2022
THOMAS J CUNNANE Annuity Died 04/09/2022
BERNADINE DENEEN-KASS Widow's Annuity Died 02/15/2022
WILLIAM P LYNCH Annuity Died 04/06/2022
MILDRED TATUM Widow's Annuity Died 04/08/2022
ROSARIA T ROLLINS Widow's Annuity Died 04/01/2022
DOLORES F CARAVELLO Widow's Annuity Died 04/05/2022
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ANNUITIES GRANTED
Resigned From: Month: Year to Date:
Active Duty 8 21
Duty Disability 3 4
Occupational Disease Disability 1 4
Ordinary Disability 0 0

Total Minimum Formula Annuities Granted 12 29
Total Earned Annuities Granted 0 0
Total Annuities Granted 12 29

DISABILITIES GRANTED
Type: Month: Year to Date:
Duty Disability 4 7
Occupational Disease Disability 1 2
Ordinary Disability 0 0

Total Disabilities Granted 5 9
Total Disabilities Denied 0 2

WIDOW'S ANNUITIES GRANTED
Type: Month: Year to Date:
Regular Widow's Annuity 10 23
Compensation Widow's Annuity 0 1

Total Widow's Annuities Granted 10 24

CHILD'S ANNUITIES GRANTED
Type: Month: Year to Date:
Full Child's Annuity 0 0
Child of Duty Death Annuity 0 0
Child of Ordinary Death Annuity 2 2

Total Children Annuities Granted 2 2
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